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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TIPTON).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 19, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ScoTT R.
TIPTON to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, thank You for giving us
another day.

Send Your Spirit upon the Members
of this people’s House to encourage
them in their official tasks. Especially
during this season of budget delibera-
tions, give them wisdom and an accu-
rate understanding of the needs of the
citizens of this country, most particu-
larly those with narrow margins in
their life options.

Remind us all of the dignity of work,
and teach us to use our talents and
abilities in ways that are honorable
and just and are of benefit to those we
serve.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on

agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion from the House of Representa-
tives:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER:I hereby resign as
the representative of the 18th Congressional
District of Illinois, effective March 31, 2015.

Respectfully,
AARON SCHOCK,
Member of Congress.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2015.

Hon. BRUCE V. RAUNER,
Governor, State of Illinois,
State House, Springfield, IL.

DEAR GOVERNOR RAUNER:I hereby resign as
the representative of the 18th Congressional
District of Illinois, effective March 31, 2015.

Respectfully,
AARON SCHOCK,
Member of Congress.
————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 5 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

THE CLEAN AIR, STRONG
ECONOMIES ACT

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, EPA has
proposed a new lower standard for
ozone—smog—before America has fin-
ished her work on the current stand-
ard. We have made important gains in
air quality, but this latest draft is so
low that most of America will be out of
compliance.

Under current law, EPA can’t even
consider whether we have the tech-
nology to achieve the new low stand-
ard. EPA says that half the work to
meet this new rule will come from
technology that doesn’t yet exist. This
rule will mean lost jobs and lost oppor-
tunities.

This week, the gentleman from Ohio,
BoB LATTA, and I reintroduced H.R.
1388, the Clean Air, Strong Economies
Act. Our bill requires EPA to protect
health and consider whether a rule can
be met.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
help us balance clean air with a strong
economy by supporting H.R. 1388.
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